Economic Analysis of Health and Retirement
Fall 2012
Instructor: Zhao Yaohui
Time: Friday 14:00-17:00
Place: CCER, Small Classroom
Description
This seminar is open to all Peking University students who participated in the field survey of CHARLS in 2012. This is a graduate level course that carries 3 credit points but an undergraduate student can get the same credit points by obtaining approval from your departmental advisor. The course is not open for online registration, so you need to email the course TA, Qi Yuru, (pkuqiyuru@gmail.com) to register before September 10.
This course will teach students how to conduct research and write research papers. The theme of the course is to conduct empirical study of economic and social behavior of individuals and their families. The course will utilize China’s best multi-disciplinary data on the field of health and retirement, CHARLS. The course instructor will advise you on how to choose a research topic and will guide you during the whole process of research. The end product is a well-structured research paper. Students are encouraged to enter academic competitions using the term paper.
Grades and Assignments:
#1. Preliminary work with a Tutorial. (10%)
#2. Initial project on a topic of your choice. (30%)
#3. Larger research paper. This may be an extension of #2 or a new theme depending on how #2 goes. (40%)
#4. Course participation. (20%)
Classes will meet on: 9/14, 9/21, 9/28, 10/12, 10/19, 10/26, 11/2, 11/9, 11/16, 11/23, 11/30, 12/7, 12/14, 12/21, 12/28
Weekly Topic/Computer Activity/Your Work Assignment (tentative):
Week 0: 
Overview of CHARLS and course requirement; Download CHARLS 2008.
Basic use of stata.
Week 1: 
Tutorial 1: Linking cross sectional data from different modules 
Example: Childhood health paper. 
Start your analysis for project #1.
Week 2:
Tutorial 2: Relational data concepts. 
Example: Transfer paper.
Week 3:
Lecture: How to write a research paper.
Lecture: How to organize research project.
Complete project #1.
Week 4:
Turn in assignment #1.
Discussion of Project #2 theme. 
Email proposed topics for project #2. 
Get a small sample of CHARLS 2012.
Start on identifying variables/subsets. 
Complete a variable selection list and subsetting plan.
Week 5:
Discuss Project #1. 
Students present childhood health paper and transfer paper.
Start working on Project #2.
Week 6:
Turn in topic/outline/references for Project #2. 
Students present Project #2 outline.
Week 7:
Discuss Project #2 methods or outlines.
Week 8:
Present and discuss Project #2. 
Week 9:
Present and discuss Project #2; Draft 1 of #2 due.
Week 10:
How to link your work to the literature; 
Discuss ideas for finalizing Project #3.
Week 11:
Present and discuss Project #2 results.
Week 12:
Continue discussion of Project #2.
Week 13:
Discussion of research methods. A review and reassessment.
Present draft #3.
Week 14:
Present draft #3. 
Complete #3.
Turn in #3 before January 31, 2013
