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The Causes of China’s Great Famine:
Centralization, Planning Failure,

and Political Rationality

Tao YANG
(Chinese University of Hong Kong)

Abstract This paper provides a commentary on two articles concerning the causes of
China’s Great Famine published in this issue of the China Economic Quarterly. It proposes
that the complex interactions of centralization, economic planning and the political behavior of
local cadres triggered and exacerbated the famine.
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