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Abstract Using a survey of all households in three villages in Guizhou Province, this

paper examines the patterns of village inequality and its major correlates. It is found that the
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income Gini coefficient is as high as 0. 44 among households and the GE index is 0. 34, indica-
ting that within-village inequality is rather high in this impoverished area. Although both ag-
riculture and non-agricultural activities are both rural people’s major sources of livelihood,
non-agricultural income is more unevenly distributed and accounts for the largest share of o-
verall income inequality. The paper also finds that distribution of assets, particularly land-
holdings, matters to define overall income inequality.
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