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I. Course Description
Health, as an important dimension of human capital, has rapidly gained prominence in economics. Health economics can have two focuses. One is to analyze issues related to the health care system, and the other is to analyze issues related to individual health outcomes. While the graduate course entitled “Advance Health Economics” mainly focuses on the former, this course focuses on the latter. Specifically, the goal of this course is to survey the recent empirical literature on the determinants of health and the impact of health on socio-economic outcomes. This literature has benefitted from: a) the application of empirical tools pioneered in labor economics, and; b) the quantity and quality of microdata on health outcomes in both developed and developing countries.
II. Grading

Grades will be based on class participation and a term paper. The paper will be an empirical research on a subject related to health in China. Aside from the scheduled class time, students are expected to attend a weekly workshop at NSD on health economics organized by health economists in Beijing. 

III. Topics to be covered

Human capital model of health; health investment and formation; health and nutrition; effect of health on labor market outcomes; health microdata; evaluating health and nutrition intervention programs
General references:

Angrist, Joshua D., & Pischke, J¨orn-Steffen. 2009. Mostly Harmless Econometrics: An Empiricist’s Companion. Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press.
Strauss, John and Duncan Thomas. 2008. “Health over the Life Course,” in Handbook of Development Economics, Vol 4
Mwabu, Germano, “Health Economics for Low-Income Countries,” in in Handbook of Development Economics, Vol 4
Detailed reading list will be provided at the beginning of the class.
