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Cash Crop, Food Entitlement and Chinese Famine:

—A Test on Sen’s Entitlement Theory

Z1YING FaAN  LINGJIE MENG
(Nanjing Agricultural University)

Abstract Using panel data to analyze the different death rates across the provinces in the

Chinese Famine during the period 1959—1961, this paper concludes that the hierarchical food

entitlement system at that time was the main cause for the finding that rural residents in grain

producing areas died of hunger with a much higher rate than rural residents in food deficient

Areas or urban residents. Under this hierarchical system, cash crop areas were more privi-

leged than conventional food deficient areas in acquiring food during the famine years. Assum-
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ing away the effect of the communal dining halls, we find food availability decline (FAD) and

Sen’s Entitlement both contributed significantly to the increase in the death rate during the
famine, but the latter has more explaining power.
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