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Does the “Regulation of School Starting Age” Cause

Educational Inequality?
—Evidence from the 1986 Compulsory Education
Law in China
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(Sun Yat-sen University)
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(Xiamen University)

Abstract A child must be six or seven years of age before September 1st to begin prima-
ry school while those who born after the cutoff date have to start school a year later. Utilizing
the 1986 Compulsory Education Law in China as a quasi-natural experiment, we examine
the impact of the regulation of school starting age on educational inequality. Based on the
2005 Population Census, we find that the regulation decreased delayed children’s likelihood to
attend high school. This educational inequality occurred because delayed children graduated at
an older age and faced greater opportunity costs of high school education.

Key Words  regulation of school starting age, educational inequality, opportunity
cost
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