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(0.126) (0.201) (0.179)  (0.135) (0.075) (0.073)
Highway X Down —0. 446 —0.525"  —0.537" 0. 149 0.015 0. 005
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Highway X Down X River 0. 651 0.828  0.787* —0.208 0.033 0. 057
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W E 1220 1220 1220 1220 1220 1220
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Does the Increase in Traffic Accessibility Exacerbate
China’s Transboundary River Pollution?

—Evidence from China’s Industrial Enterprises

JUN ZHANG
(Chinese Academy of Social Science; Industrial Bank)

CHUNPING ZHONG
(Chinese Academy of Social Science)

FEI PENG®
(Hefei University of Technology)

Abstract By selecting the border counties located on the main rivers of China’s seven
water systems, and combining the China industrial enterprise database, we study the influ-
ence of the increase of traffic accessibility on the production activities of high polluting enter-
prises. We find that: (1) The increase of traffic accessibility promotes the concentration of
production activities of high-polluting enterprises in the downstream boundary counties of
upstream provinces, while the impact on the cleaner enterprises is not significant. (2) Traffic
accessibility improvement of China’s river pollution is mainly due to the upstream across
provinces border existing pollution enterprises expand reproduction. (3) The increase of
traffic accessibility has the greatest impact on the production activities of state-owned polluting
enterprises in the upstream provincial border regions, while the impact on the production ac-
tivities of foreign and private enterprises is not significant.

Key Words traffic accessibility, transboundary river pollution, environmental regula-
tion
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