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Education

1992, Peking University, B. A., Economics

1995, Peking University, M.A., Economics

2007, Northern Illinois University, M.S., Mathematics
2007, Northern Illinois University, Ph.D., Economics

Fields: Development, Econometrics, Economic History, Institutions
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Papers

[1] “The Effect of Patent Laws on Invention Rates: Evidence from Cross-country
Panels,”Journal of Comparative Economics, 2008, 36(4), 694-704.

[2] “The Labor Scarcity Paradox Reconsidered: A Simple Growth Theoretic
Explanation, ” Applied Economic Letters, 2009, 16(15), 1501-1504.

[3] “The Needham Puzzle Reconsidered: The Protection of Industrial and Commercial
Property Rights, ” Economic History of Developing Regions, 2012, 27(1), 38-66.

[4] “Climate Shocks, State Capacity, and Peasant Uprisings in North China during 25-
1911 CE,” Economica, 2014, forthcoming.

[5] “Climate Shocks, Dynastic Cycles and Nomadic Conquests: Evidence from Historical

China,” Oxford Economic Papers, 2014, forthcoming.



[6] “Natural Disasters, Ethnic Diversity, and the Size of Nations: Two Thousand Years of
Unification and Division in Historical China,” working paper

[7] Chen, Qiang, Yijiang Wang, and Chun-lei Yang, “State Power and Taxation in
Autocracies: Theory and Evidence from Late Imperial China,” working paper

[8] Sun Shengmin, and Qiang Chen, “Measuring the Effects of Decollectivization on
China's Agricultural Growth: A Panel GMM Approach, 1970-1987,” working paper.
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