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Leaders, Followers and Collective Actions in
Communal Cooperation

—A Case Study on Business Associations’
Anti-dumping Lawsuits

XIANCHEN ZHU YULIAN LI
(Nanjing University of Science and Technology)

Abstract Collective action is called upon for communal cooperation in supplying collec-
tive goods or governing common property resources. Because all the actors have the incentive
to free-ride due to the non-exclusiveness of the benefits, it is difficult to have successful col-
lective action. This article introduces individual heterogeneities and uses a model to analyze
individual strategy and equilibrium behavior. Individual actors choose among three roles in the
course of collective action: a leader, a follower, or a free-rider. We use this model to analyze
a recent anti-dumping lawsuit in Wenzhou.
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