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Sectoral Choice and the Gender
Wage Gap: 1988—2001

YuHAO GE
(Peking University)

Abstract Based on the Urban Household Survey of 1988 to 2001, our research finds
that the gender gap in sectoral choice runs opposite to the gender gap in wage. The former is
stable, decreasing and then increasing; the latter is stable, increasing and then decreasing.
We also use the Appleton decomposition method to study this issue. Decomposition results
show that the gender gap in sectoral choice has little influence on the gender gap in wage ex-
cept in few special years. Even in these years, its importance never exceeds 20%. So the key
to closing the gender wage gap is to reduce gender wage differentials within sectors.
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