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SITCO  SITCI  SITC2  SITC3  SITC4  SITC5  SITC6  SITC7  SITCS
1980  1.72 0.49 1.42 0.89 0.53 0.82 1.27 0.11 1. 89
1983 1.47 0.51 1.55 1 0.82 0.71 1.29 0.11 2.06
1985  1.94 0.46 2.01 1.79 0.79 0.69 1.24 0.1 1.48
1987  1.88 0.54 2.1 1.36 0.63 0.77 1.67 0.16 1.67
1990 1.46 0.48 1.23 0.83 0.64 0.7 1.26 0.49 2.26
1993 1.22 0.81 0.87 0.6 0.57 0.55 1.15 0.44 3.03
1995 0.94 0.83 0.72 0.54 0.6 0.64 1.35 0.54 2.82
1996 0.97 0.78 0.72 0.47 0.55 0.64 1.25 0.59 2.92
1997 0.93 0.53 0.64 0.51 0.77 0.62 1.28 0.61 2.96
1998 0.88 0.48 0.56 0.45 0.33 0.59 1.19 0.66 2.91
1999 0.86 0.37 0.63 0.32 0.16 0. 64 1.19 0.71 2.81
2000 0.91 0.33 0.58 0.29 0.16 0.53 1.25 0. 80 2.76
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2 1980—2000 12 1 SITCO-8
NTR o
2 (NTR1 ) (1980—2000)
SITCO SITC1 SITC2 SITC3 SITC4 SITCS SITC6 SITC7 SITCS8
1980 0.01 0.33 —0.35 0.91 —0.6 —0.44  —0.02 —0.72 0.68
1983 —0.05 0.33 —0.13 0.95 0.18  —0.44 —0.18  —0.53 0.66
1985 0.42 —0.32 —0.1 0.95 0.05 —0.53 —0.45 —0.91 0.29
1987 0.32 —0.21 0.05 0.79 —0.63 —0.38 —0.06 —0.79 0.54
1990 0.33 0.37 —0.07 0.61 —0.72  —0.28 0.17 —0.5 0.72
1993 0.58 0.57 —0.28 —0.17 —0.41 —0.35 —0.27 —0.49 0.71
1995 0. 24 0.55 —0.39 0.02 —0.7 —0.31 0. 06 —0.25 0.74
1996 0.29 0. 46 —0.44 —0.08 —0.64  —0.34 —0.05 —0.22 0.74
1997 0.44 0.53 —0.48 —0.19 —0.44 —0.31 0.03 —0.09 0.79
1998 0. 48 0.69 —0.5 —0.14 —0.66 —0.32 0.02 —0.06 0.79
1999 0.49 0.58 —0.53 —0.32 —0.82 —0.4 —0.01 —0.08 0.76
2000 0.44 0. 34 —0.63 —0.45 —0.78 —0.43 0.01 —0.05 0.74
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China’s Comparative Advantage
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Abstract Since December 1978 China has gradually adopted an “open door” policy en-
couraging international trade, and the country’s economy has grown rapidly. Given this fast
growth, it is expected that China’s comparative advantage in trade will have changed. The
objective of this paper is to assess the extent to which there have been changes in China’s
comparative advantage in exports, and whether these changes are consistent with China’s fac-
tor endowments and the stage theory of comparative advantage.
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