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China’s Rice Price (1644—2000)

FEnG Lu KaAxiaANG PeENG
( Peking University)

Abstract This paper complies the statistical data on rice price in China over the last three
and half centuries. First it complies the nominal rice price data measured in various forms of mon-
ey covering the three historical periods of Qing Dynasty, the Republic of China and the People’s
Republic of China. Then it converts the nominal price data into a consistent price series using the
existing research results that clarify the conversion ratios among monies used in the periods. The
nominal price index is subsequently converted into the real rice price series on the basis of the com-
plied general price index. Finally it gives brief comments on the observed real price series.
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