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Does E-commerce Increase the Consumption of Rural
Households?
—A Quasi-Experiment of “National Rural E-commerce

Comprehensive Demonstration Policy”
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(Capital University of Economics and Business)
ZHANG Chen
(Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)
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ZHANG Chen”

(Northwest Agriculture and Forestry University)

Abstract: Based on the quasi-experiment of “National Rural E-commerce Comprehensive Demonstra-

4]

tion Policy ”, combined with the micro data of RCRE, we empirically analyze the impact of e-commerce
on Farmers’ household living consumption expenditure through staggered DID. The results show that
e-commerce has increased the household living consumption expenditure. The impact of e-commerce on
living consumption expenditure is more obvious in young, relatively low education level and rural house-
holds living in the outer suburbs of the city. Mechanism analysis shows e-commerce mainly promotes
farmers’ household living consumption expenditure by reducing transaction costs, helping mobile payment
technology and providing diversified commodity selection opportunities.

Keywords: e-commerce; consumption; staggered DID

JEL Classification: D12, Ql12, QI8

% Corresponding Author: Zhang Chen, College of Economics and Management, Northwest Agriculture and Forestry
University, No. 3 Taicheng Road, Yangling, Shaanxi 712100, China; Tel: 86-19991802139; E-mail: zhangchen_
92@126. com.



