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The Needham Puzzle: Should Economists Accept
Old Hypotheses or New Ones

HONGJUN ZHAO
(Shanghai University of Finance and Economics ,

Shanghai Institute o f Foreign Trade)

Abstract The debate on the Needham Puzzle abroad has warmed up again in terms of
both contents and scopes in recent years. However, what Chinese economists have done are
not so satisfactory. This paper first points out that there are many hypothetic problems in
their debates, and then analyzes the causes that brought about these problems. Noting some
methodological biases in the current research, this paper provides new hypotheses that have
more explaining power and overcome the above problems. It concludes by discussing the sig-
nificance of economists’ study on the Needham Puzzle.
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