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An Empirical Investigation
into Social Discontent in Urban China

LINA SONG SIMON APPLETON

(Nottingham University)

Abstract In this paper, we examine social discontent by using survey respondents’ as-
sessments of their own levels of satisfaction. The data comes from a national-representative
survey of 7000 individuals randomly sampled. Our main conclusion is that sustained economic
growth—and with it, employment creation—may be sufficient to ward off large scale social
discontent and hence political instability in urban China. This reinforces the perception that
the legitimacy of the government depends on China’s continued economic growth. Among oth-
er factors which might assist in alleviating social discontent are being politically active, having
strong social networks and good family relationships. Membership of the Communist Party is
also found associated with higher levels of satisfaction.
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