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I' 11 Cooperate Provided You Cooperate”
An Application of Sen’ s Assurance Rule to the
Cooperative Behavior on the Chinese Commune

MINGQUAN L1u
Hopkins-Nanjing Center Nanjing China

Abstract In social interaction a person’ s behaviour may be bounded by a variety oft com-
mitment” in that she may sometimes suspend her relentless pursuit of selfinterest contrary to
what a° completely individualistic” player does in the classic Prisoners’ Dilemma game. Commit-
ment can have diversé shades”. In a situation requiring cooperation between two agents one may
agree to cooperate when assured that the other does also Sen 1969 1974 . Where cooperation
is required between more than two agents n>2  one may agree to cooperate if one other two
others orall n—1 others cooperate. Finally an agent may agree to unilaterally and uncon-
ditionally cooperate. My paper aims to analyze different shades of commitment by collective mem-
bers on China’ s communes 1958—1978 . Depending on configurations of members’ commit-
ments different outcomes of cooperation become possible and were sometimes observed. This in-
terpretation of the nature of the cooperation problem on communes is contrasted with two models

Lin 1990 and 1993 Dong and Dow 1993 which only admit selfinterest as a determinant of col-
lective members’ effort choice.
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